NAMEPLATE INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 

TOOLS YOU WILL NEED - Ballpeen Hammer, Wire Cutters (Metal Nips), a Hard Surface on which to hammer, an Awl, Masking Tape, Nameplate, Patience. 

TOOLS THAT WOULD MAKE IT EASIER - Rivet Set, Leather Punch, Hobbyists Anvil, Vodka, Tonic, Lime, Someone else to pawn this off on. 

The first thing to do is remove the Nameplate(s) and attaching hardware from the package - being careful not to lost anything. Next, match the plates with what they will be attached to: saddles, bridles, halters, etc. Now look at your attaching hardware. You should have some brass Escutcheon Pins (those things that look like round-headed nails) and, if the plate is for anything other than a saddle, some Copper Burrs (those things that look like small washers). Take some time to familiarize yourself with these items. The Pins should be SLIGHTLY larger than the holes they are to go through. If the Pins slide through the holes easily and can wiggle around, you've got the wrong Pins. We always try to give you the correct hardware, but sometimes we screw up. If you've got the wrong hardware, DO NOT CONTINUE (that means don't try to fudge it, it won't work), call us and we'll send you the correct hardware. 

Please Note - we use Escutcheon Pins and Burrs because they are the correct hardware for attaching plates to equipment. Screws, bolts, split rivets (the bend over the back type), and quick rivets (the hammer together type) were not designed for attaching Nameplates to tack. We have heard too many horror stories about those types of hardware failing and blinding horses, gashing horses or people, and just too frequently coming off. Have patience and try it our way, it doesn't take much longer to do it correctly and the Nameplates will then stay safely and securely on your equipment. So, take a little of whatever you use to relax and dive in, it only looks difficult. 

READY? 

SADDLES - First we'll tell you which Escutcheon Pins go with which plates. 

# 100, 101, 102, 110 Saddle Plates (very small holes) use the very skinny, 3/8" Pins. 

#201, 202, 205, 210, 250, & 260 Saddle Plates (large holes) use the medium weight, 1/2" Pins 

STEP ONE - Hold the Nameplate up to where you want it to be (make certain it's straight) and mark where the holes will be with an Awl. Put the plate aside. 

STEP TWO - This will vary depending upon what type of tree your saddle has, most saddles use woden trees. Use the Awl and a Hammer to start the holes into the back of the saddle and: 

A) If the saddle has a wooden tree, the holes started with the Awl will be enough. 

B) If the saddle has a fiberglass tree, you will need and drill with a drill bit slightly smaller than the diameter of the Saddle Pin. Drill the holes where you marked them to a depth of about 3/8". 

C) If the saddle has a steel reinforced cantle, or the tree is one of those rubber ones, consider attaching the Nameplate with Velcro. 

STEP THREE - Line up the plate with the holes and then hammer the Pins into the saddle. Don't be upset if you bend one, everybody does. Be sure to angle the Pins slightly inward! 

STEP FOUR - Admire your work. 

HALTERS, BRIDLES, MARTINGALES, GIRTHS, ETC. - This is the tougher one to do, but rest easy, it's not brain surgery. These use the heavy Pins that are 3/4" long (or longer) and the Copper Burrs. If you have a Rivet Set, you WILL use the burrs that you are going to swear will not fit onto the pins. If you do not have a Rivet Set, the Burrs you use should slide easily onto the Pins. 

STEP ONE - Place the plate where you want it to go and mark where the holes will be with the Awl. Put the plate aside. 

STEP TWO - If you have a leather Punch, use the smallest punch and punch a hold through the leather. If you don't have a Leather Punch, or if you are attaching the plate to a nylon halter (yes, it can be done), use the Awl and the Hammer and make a hold STRAIGHT through the leather or nylon. 

STEP THREE - Line up the plate with the holes and then hammer the Pins through the plate and whatever you are attaching it to. The Pins should have to be hammered through the plate, they should not slide through the holes. The tighter the Pins are in the holes, the easier it is to attach the plate. Next, take a piece of Masking Tape and completely cover the plate and the pin heads. 

STEP FOUR - Turn the leather (or nylon) over so that the pointed ends of the Pins are sticking up. Now is when you need the hard surface (like a block of scrap hardwood) to hammer on, or the Hobbyists Anvil. If you don't have a Rivet Set, proceed to Step Five. If you have a Rivet Set, proceed to Step Six. 

STEP FIVE - Place the Plate face down on the Anvil, or whatever Hard Surface you're working on. Take a small Copper Burr and place it over the end of the Escutcheon Pin. Take a Piece of Masking tape and force it down over the Pins to hold the Burrs in place. Proceed to Step Seven. 

STEP SIX - Place the Plate face down on the Anvil, or whatever Hard Surface you're working on. Take a small Copper Burr and place it over the end of the Escutcheon Pin (remember, it should not slide down onto the pin). Now take the Rivet Set and place the hole in the end of the Rivet Set over the Burr and the Escutcheon Pin. Now take the Hammer and hit the other end of the Rivet Set until the Burr is tight against the leather (or nylon). Repeat for other Pin. 

STEP SEVEN - Take the Wire Cutters (Metal Nips) and clip off the excess Pin as close to the Burr as possible. 

STEP EIGHT - Use the round end of the Ballpeen Hammer and flatten out the remaining bit of the Pin. It will spread out across the Burr a bit. Be sure to flatten the edges with the Hammer as they could be sharp. You can check this by CAREFULLY running your finger across the back. Keep hammering until the cut end of the Pin is smooth. Repeat for the other Pin. 

STEP NINE - Remove the tape from the front (and back) of the plate. 

STEP TEN - Admire your work. 

If you run into a problem, give us a call and we'll talk you through it. Or, your local blacksmith or shoemaker should be able to show you how it's done.
